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Welcome to this issue of the 2250 Royal Canadian Army Cadets Newsletter.

Commander’s Corner
Written by: Captain L. Sculthorp, DCO
Greetings to all Muskoka Pioneers.
2012 has been an excellent year so far
with so many of our members enjoying an
unforgettable Winter FTX at Arrowhead
Provincial Park. Yes it was a tad chilly;
however our well trained staff watched
over us and made sure we all came
through it safely. Keep in mind, "What
will not kill you, Makes you stronger."
Well done to all that pulled through!!!
A big congratulations goes out to our
Marksmanship Team, once again they did
us proud bringing home medals for Top
Overall-RSM Pepper, Top Junior-MCpl
Marsh and Third Place Junior-Cpl Allin,
over and above the team effort of Top
Team in NOA Zone Shoot.
Thanks to all for your assistance selling
pizza kits enabling the Parents Support
Committee to raise funds for all the extras
the corps needs. Some upcoming
fundraising events to look forward to are a
Spaghetti Dinner in Gravenhurst, Tag Day
in both towns and another Pizza drive
before years end.
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OCdt Goheen is putting the finishing touches on
the operations order for what I'm sure will be
another fun, yet challenging Spring FTX. Stay
tuned!!!
I'm sure you all got a chuckle watching the
officers on parade last month as we get ready for
the Annual Inspection in early June. I know I'm
rusty however Lt. Harley will whip us into shape.
Finally, the weather is starting to break and I trust
we will all stay focused on the completion of our
star levels and another successful cadet year.

L.W. Sculthorp CD
DCO/Trg Stds
2250 Muskoka Pioneers
RCACC

Please see “Cadets and Current Rankings” on page 4
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Winter Exercise – Feb. 10th to the 12th
Winter X? What is it? Are you perplexed?
Before attending a winter exercise with the cadets, I was simply an unknowing parent. Each time my cadet would
head off to attend the Winter “X’ as they called it, questions came to mind. What exactly is an “X”? Do you perform
calisthenics in the snow? I tried to picture cadets doing jumping jacks or laying in deep snow doing sit‐ups and push‐
ups. One thing I was certain of…there was no way that I could do that! After returning from each exercise, my cadet
being a typical teenager, shared very little of what they actually did. Maybe that was planned because last year the
need came for me to attend the Winter “X”. They needed an adult female in attendance and I eagerly volunteered.
For those of you who have read my last Winter “X” article, you already know what I was faced with. For those who
don’t know, I thought I was a seasoned winter camper but nothing prepared me for my Winter “X” experience. Cold,
tired and did I mention cold?
This year I knew well in advance that I would be going again!! I guess I must have kept my whining and complaining to
myself enough that the officers figured I was good to go for Round 2!! I attended one of the Green Star Cadet classes
where we learned all about appropriate Winter Weather Gear. Wow, things have really changed since I learned about
all that stuff 30+ years ago. This year I was going to be prepared!!
I packed my rucksack and felt confident that I had everything that I needed to keep warm and dry. Friday night we
were issued all of our kit and instructed on how to properly assemble our sleeping bag system. For those who don’t
know, kit means all of the stuff you are going to need to go on the exercise. After a restless night of sleep at the
Legion we awoke early and ate rations for breakfast (hash browns were yummy, but why doesn’t anyone like the
potato cheddar soup?) Then we packed up the bus and headed north. From the moment I stepped off the bus at
Arrowhead Park, I knew things were going to be different. We were split into teams each with a Sergeant. We got our
snowshoes on, harnessed up the sleighs and away we went. We moved like a caravan through the bush and trails until
we got to our home base camp. This process took about 2 ½ hours. Some of the hills were tricky to maneuver the
sleds on but thanks to the expertise of our Officers and staff, we got there safely.
Take a break? No way! Now it’s time to set up the tents and once that was done we prepared lunch – you guessed it
RATIONS! This time I was lucky – Beef Ravioli – never thought I would ever eat Chef Boy‐R‐Dee again…funny how my
standards of eating changed!! After lunch we built improvised shelters. These can be made by digging a hole in the
snow and putting cedar boughs and branches on top or using a groundsheet draped over a fallen tree to make a
sleeping spot sheltered from the elements. Did I mention it was cold yet? Well, believe me it was so cold that the
decision was made that no cadets would actually be allowed to stay out in their improvised shelters because of the
extreme cold.
After building the improvised shelters, we went on a long hike on our snowshoes and by the time we got back it was
time for the Green Star Cadets to pack up and head home. For those that made it through the day you will get to stay
overnight on next year’s Winter X.

Please see “Survival Quiz” on page 8
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Winter Exercise February 10th to the 12th (Continued…)

Time for dinner ‐ good old rations again – took longer for them to cook this time because they were frozen solid –
then again so was my water bottle. This time I had chili with beans – very spicy, but edible!! Sorry, MCpl Duke…I
can’t help it if I like beans! Everyone was so cold we took a hike down to the warming station. At this point I realized
that really this was the only thing different so far from last year. We were very glad to be able to warm up– we didn’t
have that luxury last year.
More food, real food this time – sausages cooked on the BBQ thanks to Captain Hastings. It was clear and cold and
every star was shining bright. The moon was so bright that we didn’t really need flashlights to navigate our way back
to base camp. Lights out ‐ I was very cold and very tired. MCpl Duke and I were lucky this time, or so we thought –
we had a lantern in our tent that would keep us warm….I guess it would if it actually stayed going. Oh well, I
snuggled down in my arctic bag and was thankful I had used the biv bag and air mattress. It really did make a
difference. Morning came and we were up and packed in no time – The quicker I moved the warmer I got! Of
course, the females were ready to roll way ahead of the males…Okay so there were only two of us…but we were still
ready first!!
More rations – green eggs and ham…I am, I am. Did I really say that? Take down the tents, pack up the sleighs and
away we went. We ditched the snowshoes this time and loaded them on our rucksacks. It was a long hike back out,
but when we got on the bus Ms. Longhurst had juice, timbits and granola bars for us! Thanks for the coffee too– it
really hit the spot! The day was far from over as we had to unload all our gear and return our kit once we got back to
the Legion. All items had to be properly folded, counted and loaded back into the truck to be returned to North Bay.
Once all the cadets had been picked up I headed for home – It was not long before I fell asleep that night! Again, I
had survived another Winter X. For those of you who have not experienced it, I challenge you to try winter camping
yourself!!
Mrs. Pepper

Never let the odds keep you from doing what you know in your heart you were meant to do.
-H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
Please see “Code Riddles” on page 9
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Cadets and Current Ranking
RANK
SERGEANT

SURNAME

FIRST NAME

Campbell

Mitchell

Gallant
Gleeson

January/March 2012
(As of March 9, 2012)
RANK
CADET

SURNAME

FIRST NAME

Gordon

Badger

Hunter

Liam

Belaire

Jesse

Mangallon

Merrick

Cousineau

Christopher

Pepper

Logan

Forshaw

Elizabeth

Forshaw

Shannon

Duke

Michelle

Holmes

Damien

Marsh

Tucker

Morrison

Jimmy

Rawn

Leonard

Penrose

Jacob

Seguin

Darian

Powell

Mitchell

Vivian

Keinan

Ratcliff

Bryce

Allin

David

Rochfort

Ryan

Anderson

Kelvin

Attwell

Joshua

Cheyne

Josh

Cleveland

Trystan

MASTER CORPORAL

CORPORAL

Eaton

Bailey

Longhurst

Derek

Miller

Micah

Prentice

Kurtis

Prentice

Levi

White

Deacon

Wilson

Amos

STAFF
COMMANDING OFFICER
TRAINING OFFICER
TRAINING STANDARDS OFFICER/DCO
SUPPLY OFFICER
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
OPERATIONS OFFICER
SPECIALIST VOLUNTEERS

SURNAME

FIRST NAME RANK

HAMMOND
HASTINGS
SCULTHORP
HARLEY
BILZ
GOHEEN

DERRICK
PAUL
LORNE
ROBERT
MADELINE
JEFF

HARRIS
HOFFMAN

STEVE
KRIS

CAPTAIN
CAPTAIN
CAPTAIN
LIEUTENANT
0Cdt
0Cdt

LANCE CORPORAL
Buhr‐Carigan

Elizabeth

Clark

Brandon

Denne

Rebecka

Forshaw

Shawn

Forshaw

William

Hammond

Megan

Hemmings

Nickolas

MacWilliams

Marshall

McMurren‐Parker

Brandi

Mitchell

Skylar

Nicholls

Joseph

Rowland

Stephan

Walker

Taylor

Please see “Commanders Corner” on page 1
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KIT SHOP NEW ITEMS:

Upcoming Events
April 2012

Bracebridge Legion Dinner

April 2012

Gravenhurst Legion Dinner

April 20-22, 2012

Spring Green-Red FTX

May 05, 2012

Bracebridge Legion Flag Day

May 14, 2012

Bracebridge/Gravenhurst tag
day

June 02, 2012

Annual Inspection

SWEATER:
Price for Cadets: $20.00 each
Price for Others: $25.00 each

June 08-10, 2012

End of Term Trip

HOODED SWEATER:

June 16-17, 2012

NOA Training Officers
Conference

June 22-23, 2012

Citizenship Care Day

HAT:
Price for Cadets: $12.00 each
Price for Others: $15.00 each

Price for Cadets: $35.00
Price for Others: $40.00
**See A Support Committee
Member to purchase any of the items.
“The trouble with not having a goal is that you can spend your life running up and down
the field and never score.” - Bill Copeland
Please see “How to shine your boots” on page 7
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Quarter Master Corner
With Lieutenant Harley

Dates for Monday Nights
in April and May
Monday – April 9th

January/March 2012

Canteen
The Support Committee runs a Canteen at 20:00 hours at break
time on Wednesdays for the Cadets at BPS. The money that is
collected is used to support the activities that the Cadets take
part in throughout the year.
Chocolate Bars
$1.00 each
Pop
$1.00 each

Monday – April 23rd
Monday – May 7th
Monday – May 21st
Those Nights –Cadets can
come in and re-size their
uniforms or order new
sizes. Receive help with
where and how to place
badges etc..
Opens at 19:00. Phone
ahead (646-2025) to
ensure someone is there.

Future Newsletters
If parents would like to receive
the newsletter by email or be
notified the latest newsletter is
available on our website, please
let me know by email
muskokapioneers@yahoo.ca or
rosemarsh@sympatico.ca
or home phone

Support Committee Chair Message
Written by: Mrs. Miller

Greetings Everyone:
I am writing to you as the new Vice‐Chair of the 2250 Muskoka
Pioneer RCAC. I am excited to be your new Vice –Chair and look
forward to my continued work on the Support Committee and
with the Cadets and staff of the 2250 to help ensure we
continue to have a fabulous training year.
I hope everyone had a great March break and got an
opportunity to get out and enjoy the spring like weather. The
Support Committee has been working hard to prepare for the
Spaghetti Dinner and Silent Auction being held on Saturday
March 24, 2012 at the Gravenhurst Legion and I look forward
to seeing everyone there. If you are available to volunteer or
donate an auction item please see Mrs. Pepper of myself for
details.
Cadet portraits will be happening again this year during C.O’s
Parade on March 28, 2012. Please make sure you attend as we
don’t want to miss anyone!
That’s it for now……..Enjoy the Spring!

705-646-0227
(Rose Marsh)

Mrs. Miller

Please see “Kit Shop Items” on page 5
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Discount deals for being a Cadet…

How to shine
your boots
Written by: Lieutenant Harley

When you request Tina
$7.00 a haircut for Cadets
9 Monk Road, Phone # 705‐645‐1717

1. Spread a medium-thick layer of paste
polish over the boot to be spit shined with a
boot brush.
2. Allow it to dry for 5 to 10 minutes.
3. Buff with the boot brush.
4. Wet the cloth entirely in cold water, but
not so that it is dripping.
5. Buff the dried polish (using a circular
motion) with the wet cloth, until the wax
starts to become shiny.
6. Still using the damp rag on your finger,
apply a fine layer of polish in a circular
motion and keep on rubbing lightly until a
hazy shine develops. Using the (now) damp
cloth, keep applying THIN coats of wax, and
buffing them with a small circular motion.
7. When the boot is highly glossed, use a
clean dry soft cloth to keep it covered.
Tips:
After you get home from Cadets or Parade –
Brush and shine your boots. Refer to step
one and follow each step before Cadet
Practice.
What You Need:
• Shoe Polish, Cloth and Cold Water

Always be a first-rate version of yourself, instead of a second-rate version of somebody else.
-Judy Garland
Please see “Shooting Team” on page 10
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Group Survival Quiz:
You have just crash landed somewhere in the woods of southern Manitoba or possibly northern
Minnesota. It is 11:32 a.m. in mid-March. The small plane in which you were traveling crashed onto
a small lake. The pilot and co-pilot were killed. Shortly after the crash, the plane sank completely into
the lake with the pilot and co-pilot’s bodies inside. Everyone else on the flight escaped to land dry
and without serious injury. The crash came suddenly before the pilot had time to radio for help or
inform anyone of your position. Since your pilot was trying to avoid the storm, you know the plan was
considerably off course. The pilot announced shortly before the crash that you were 70 kilometers
northwest of a small town that is the nearest known habitation. You are in a wilderness area made
up of many lakes and rivers. The snow depth varies from above the ankles in windswept areas to
more than knee deep where it has drifted. The last weather report indicated that the temperature
would reach minus 10 degrees Celsius in the daytime and minus 25 degrees at night.
There is plenty of dead wood and twigs in the area around the lake. You and the other surviving
passengers are dressed in winter clothing appropriate for city wear — suits, pantsuits, street shoes
and overcoats. Assume that the number of persons in the group is the same as the number of
persons in your group, and that you have agreed to stay together.
While escaping from the plane, your group salvaged 12 items listed below:
1. Ball of steel wool 2. Newspapers 3. Compass 4. Hand axe 5. A lighter without fluid 6.
Loaded .45-calibre pistol 7. Waterproof section aerial map 8. One 20-by-20-foot piece of heavyduty canvas 9. Extra shirt and pants 10. One can of shortening 11. One quart of whiskey
12. One family-size chocolate bar
Instructions
1. Rank the above items according to their importance to your survival, starting with 1 for the most
important one and proceeding to 12 for the least important one.
2. Cut along the dotted line and place your name and ranking numbers on the blank lines and submit
your entry to Mrs. Miller. You will be placed in a draw to win a survival kit.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

Cadet Name:
Ranking of the 12 items:
______ Ball of steel wool
______ Newspapers
______ Compass
______ Hand axe
______ A lighter without fluid
______ Loaded .45-calibre pistol
______ Waterproof section aerial map
______ One 20-by-20-foot piece of heavy-duty canvas
______ Extra shirt and pants
______ One can of shortening
______ One quart of whiskey
______ One family-size chocolate bar

“Great minds discuss ideas. Average minds discuss events. Small minds discuss people.” Eleanor Roosevelt
Please see “Winter X Story” on page 2 and 3
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Code Riddles
The answers to these riddles are written in
code. Replace each letter of the riddle
answers with the letter that comes before it.
B = A, C = B, D = C, and so on.

Page 9

Illusions
What do you see?

example: SJEEMF = RIDDLE
What did the frog order at McDonald's?

__________________________________
GSFODI GSJFT BOE EJFU DSPBL
Why did the banana go to the doctor?

___________________________________
CFDBVTF JU XBT OPU QFFMJOH WFSZ
_____________
XFMM
Why do chickens lay eggs?

___________________________________
JG UIFZ ESPQ UIFN UIFZ CSFBL
What kind of monkey can fly?
1. __________________________________

___________________________________
B IPU BJS CBCPPO

2. __________________________________

Answers will be placed in the next Troop Scoop
Newsletter.

”It’s not whether you get knocked down, it’s whether you get up.” - Vince Lombardi
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Muskoka Army Cadets Bring Home Gold at Air Rifle Competition
On February 25, 2012, five members of the Muskoka Pioneers attended the Cadet Regional Air
Rifle Shooting competition held in North Bay, Ontario. This competition saw Army, Air and Sea
Cadet Corps from across Northern Ontario compete against each other to secure a position in the
Provincial competition.
With a score of 1392 of a possible 1600, the team placed first out of seven competing teams.
Individually; Team Captain, Sgt Logan Pepper placed first for highest overall scoring competitor,
Mcpl Tucker Marsh placed first for highest scoring junior, and Cpl David Allin placed 3rd for
highest scoring junior.
The Canadian Cadet program is the preeminent national youth organization in Canada, sponsored
in partnership among the Department of National Defence/Canadian Forces and the civilian Navy,
Army and the Air Cadet Leagues of Canada.

Cpl David Allin, MCpl Keinan Vivian, Sgt Logan Pepper, MCpl Tucker Marsh, LCpl Taylor Walker
Photo Taken by: Mrs. Miller
“Few are those who see with their own eyes and feel with their own hearts.” - Albert Einstein
Please see “Illusions” on page 9

