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Welcome to this issue of the 2250 Royal Canadian Army Cadets Newsletter.

Commander’s Corner
Written by: Captain Hammond

Every winter, the highlight for me is our winter
exercise and getting to watch our cadets build
improvised shelters. Everybody gets a kick out of
that. It is truly a unique Canadian experience to get
to sleep outside during the winter. Whether it be in
an arctic tent or an improvised shelter, you know
you’re alive when you get out of the sleeping bag
the next morning! Anyone who has done that
knows exactly what I mean!
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Can you hear it? Listen closely….it’s the sound of
melting snow! That means that spring is just
around the corner! Along with spring comes a lot of
planned activities for our corps. These include the
Spring Exercise, Silver Star Zone Expedition
Training, Tag Day, Bracebridge Cenotaph
Celebrations, Legion Dinners and of course, our
Annual Inspection and year end trip!
As I’ve said on numerous parades, the staff are
always watching you to see who stands out for
dress and deportment and leadership potential.
Keep up the good work and in some cases, try
harder. Promotions and awards at the Annual
Inspection are up for grabs!
Derrick Hammond, Captain
Commanding Officer
2250 RCACC
The Muskoka Pioneers

Please see Upcoming Events on page 4
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Winter Exercise – February 11-13, 2011
Written by: Mrs. Pepper
Winter Camping…No Problem, Sign Me Up!!
What was I really thinking when I volunteered to go on the Winter
Exercise? I must have been thinking about a warm campfire, good
food, campfire songs and a cozy sleeping bag! When they joke about
the fact that the Cadet experience is not like Girl Guides I will now
have to agree. Growing up, I spent many weekends winter camping
with Girl Guides and thought I was a seasoned winter camper. I still
was not prepared for what was in store for me when I happily signed
up to attend the Winter Exercise in February.
After snowshoeing through the trail to the campsite with my fully
loaded pack on, I was grateful for the advice that Master Corporal
Pepper gave me. “Pack light, no I mean light…you don’t need
much…remember you have to carry all of this on your back!” I was
amazed just watching the Cadets manoeuvre in their snowshoes with
their packs strapped to their backs. I wondered how they were able to
carry a pack that weighed nearly as much as they did!!
Some said that we trekked 1 km into the site, others said 1.5 km – but
I know it felt like 2.5 km to me. Oh, yes I was part of Team 3 led by
Master Corporal Gallant and as we trekked along we started singing.
He even knew the song, so that made me feel not so old!!
Once we got to the campsite I sat down for a much-needed rest.
Meanwhile, the Cadets were busy picking sites for tents and
masterfully erecting them with what seemed to be little trouble. They
worked like bees and everyone seemed to know what they were
doing. The older Cadets seemed to take the younger ones under their
wing and instruct them as they went. I know that for some of the
Cadets this was their first experience at winter camping and
snowshoeing…everyone seemed to love it! They even loved the meal
rations!!
After the tents were set up, we trekked further into the bush and broke
into groups to make improvised shelters. Again, I needed a rest and I
was lucky enough to find a smooth rock to laze on. As the sun
warmed my face I thought again of the warm campfire and good
food…sadly, it was just a faded memory.

Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do something. ~Author Unknown
Please see the remaining story of the “Winter Exercise” on page 3
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Cadets and Current Ranking
RANK
CHIEF
WARRANT OFFICER

SURNAME

FIRST NAME

MOORE

DYLAN

MOORE

DAVID

DOWNING
FOREMAN

EVAN
JAYDEN

CAMPBELL
GALLANT
GLEESON
MANGALLON
PEPPER

MITCHELL
GORDON
LIAM
MERRICK
LOGAN

DUKE
MARSH
RAWN
SEGUIN
VIVIAN

MICHELLE
TUCKER
LEONARD
DARIAN
KEINAN

ALLIN
PRENTICE

DAVID
LEVI

MASTER
WARRANT OFFICER

Page 3
(As of March 23, 2011)
STAFF
COMMANDING OFFICER
TRAINING OFFICER
TRAINING STANDARDS OFFICER/DCO
ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
SUPPLY OFFICER
SPECIALIST VOLUNTEERS

SERGEANT

MASTER CORPORAL

CORPORAL

LANCE CORPORAL

CADET
ANDERSON
ATTWELL
CHEYNE
CLEVELAND
EATON
ELLARD
HORTON
LONGHURST
MILLER
MITCHELL
NICHOLLS
PRENTICE
TOWNS
WILSON
WHITE

KELVIN
JOSHUA
JOSH
TRYSTAN
BAILEY
SYE
CORY
DEREK
MICAH
MCKENZI
JOSEPH
KURTIS
JEFFERY
AMOS
DEACON

SURNAME

FIRST NAME RANK

HAMMOND
HASTINGS
SCULTHORP
BILZ
HARLEY

DERRICK
PAUL
LORNE
MADELINE
ROBERT

BUSSIERE
BRYANT
GOHEEN
HARRIS
PEEL

DAVID
SCOTT
JEFF
STEVE
BRITNEY

CAPTAIN
CAPTAIN
CAPTAIN
Ocdt
LIEUTENANT

Winter Exercise… continued...
Once we returned to the campsite, the green star
Cadets packed up and headed home…by the looks
on their faces they were wishing that they were
staying the night! Next year guys!!
After more rations, we headed out on our “Night
Navigation”. We used a GPS and trekked through
the dense bush on snowshoes searching for a single
glow stick hanging from a tree. After more than two
hours we were unsuccessful in locating it and headed
back to base camp for a snack of sausages on a bun
– Finally “Real Food”!!
Some Cadets slept in their improvised shelters while
others slept in tents. I froze in my tent. No warm
campfire there. I kept checking my watch throughout
the night wishing it was time to get up!! Even our
portable toilet was frozen!! In the middle of the night
Corporal Duke asked me where my flashlight
was…my response was “It’s too dark to find it – turn
on the light”!!
The next day we packed everything up and made the
trek back out to the road. It felt like it was 5 km on
the way back. I was never so glad to see a yellow
bus that day!! Remember I work at a School Bus
Company!! It’s been a month since the exercise and
I think I have finally thawed out. My kids asked if I
would go again…Definitely “Yes”, but maybe in a
warmer season next time!!
Happy Trails!!
Mrs. Pepper
Please see “Commanders Corner” on page 1
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Air Rifle Shooting Team

(Lance Corporal Allin, Master Corporal Pepper,
Corporal Marsh, Corporal Vivian, Sergeant Downing)

On the weekend of February 19th, 2011,
five members of the Muskoka Pioneers
attended a Northern Ontario Area Shooting
competition held in North Bay, Ontario.
This competition saw Army, Air and Sea Cadet
Corps from across Northern Ontario compete
against each other to secure a position in the
Provincial competition.
The team placed
second out of eleven participating teams.
The Bracebridge Army Cadets shot
a team score of 1359 out of a total 1600 points,
only 43 points behind first place.
Corporal Marsh placed first for best junior and
third place overall out of 55 Cadets.

Upcoming Events
April 29, 2011

Gravenhurst Legion Dinner

April 29, 2011

Bracebridge Legion Dinner

April 30, 2011

Bracebridge Legion Cenotaph Event
and Flag Day

TBD 2011

Spring Ex

May 14, 2011

Tag Day

May 27-29, 2011

Silver Star ZET

June 4, 2011

Annual Inspection

CONTEST & PRIZE WINNERS
Cadet Wilson – Winner of the “What is
it” for December 2010 Newsletter.
Winners for selling all 10 tickets for
Spaghetti Dinner:
 Lance Corporal Allin
 Lance Corporal Prentice L.
 Cadet Prentice K.
 Corporal Vivian
 Cadet Miller
 Cadet White

We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give. ~Winston Churchill
Please see “An Article for Everyone” on page 7
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Quarter Master Store
Monday Nights –is open
for Cadets to come in
and re-size their
uniforms or order new
sizes. Receive help with
where and how to place
badges etc..
Opens at 19:00. Phone
ahead (646-2025) to
ensure someone is there.
Also, the Support
Committee is looking for
volunteers to come in at
that time and dress a
mannequin in the Cadet
uniform.

Future Newsletters
If parents would like to receive the
newsletter by email or be notified
the latest newsletter is available on
our website, please let me know by
email muskokapioneers@yahoo.ca
or rosemarsh@sympatico.ca
or home phone # 705-646-0227
(Rose Marsh).

Canteen
The Support Committee runs a Canteen at 20:00 hours at break
time on Wednesdays for the Cadets at BPS. The money that is
collected is used to support the activities that the Cadets take
part in throughout the year.
Chocolate Bars
Pop

$1.00 each
$1.00 each

Support Committee Chair Message
Written by: Mrs. Pepper

Fundraising
Thanks again to all Cadets who participated in our recent Little Caesar’s
Pizza Fundraiser…Together we raised $520.00 that will be used to support
the activities that the Commanding Officers and Staff have planned for the
Corps over the next year. As I write this, we are preparing for our 1st
Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction. Again the funds raised from this event will
directly benefit you, the Cadets!
The Parent Support Committee continues to raise funds each month by
attending the Rainbow Bingo Hall in Huntsville. We are always looking for
volunteers to help out with this venture. It only requires 4 hours of your time
once a month. If you are available on the 3rd Thursday of any month from
5:15pm-9:15pm please let one of the Parent Support Committee members
know. We will provide the training…and even the coffee!!
This spring we will be trying something new to raise money for the Corps.
We will be providing you with the opportunity to purchase a portrait of your
Cadet in uniform with a group portrait. If you are interested, please let one of
the Support Committee members know!!
Winter FTX
Congratulations to all the Cadets who participated in our Winter Field Training
Exercise held Feb 11th-13th. What a great opportunity to experience winter
camping and snowshoeing – A great time was had by all!! Everyone who
attended has now received their collapsible camping cup. Don’t forget to
bring it on the Spring FTX!!
Website
Check out our new and improved website where you will also find items
available from our Kit Shop…Shirts, Hoodies, Hats, Survival and Camping
gear. Proceeds go directly back into the Cadet Corps. Register and login to
chat with other cadets, share pictures and gain access to parts of the Website
reserved just for you!!

NOTE:
A big thank you to all the Cadets
that provided me with blurbs on
why they love Cadets, and what
they love about Cadets… stay tuned Coming up Next….Tag Day, Spring FTX and of course Year End Inspection
as it will be in the next newsletter. and Parade. Make sure you and your uniform are ready…Visit the Quarter
Master Store soon to address any uniform issues.
Just think…Camp is only 14 weeks away!!

Please see “What is it?” on page 8
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As a Survival Instructor, I am often challenged to create various scenarios
that involve real life situations. Below is a common exercise I use when
training flight crews and private aviators. Please read the below
situation and follow the instructions. The answers will be printed in the
next newsletter.

Written by: Parker B. Pepper

Aviation Survival Quiz
You have just crash landed somewhere in the woods of Northern Ontario or possibly Northern Quebec
on route to the city of Ottawa. It is noon (lunch-time) in mid-January. The small plane in which you
were traveling crashed onto a small lake. The pilot and co-pilot were killed. Shortly after the crash, the
plane sank completely through the ice with the pilot and co-pilot’s bodies inside. You and your 3 friends
escaped across the ice to dry land without injury or being wet.
The crash came suddenly before the pilot had time to radio the Search and Rescue or Coast Guard of
your position. Since your pilot was trying to avoid the storm, you know the plane was considerably off
course. The pilot announced shortly before the crash that you were 70 kilometers northwest of the
nearest small town.
You are in a wilderness area made up of many lakes and rivers. The snow depth varies from above the
ankles in windswept areas to more than knee deep where it has drifted (over 1 meter). The last weather
report indicated that the temperature would reach -10 degrees Celsius in the daytime and -25 degrees
at night. There is plenty of dead wood and twigs in the area around the lake. You and your friends are
suitably dressed for winter weather (winter jacket and pants, boots, hat and mitts) as you were picked
up at Gravenhurst Airport.
While escaping from the plane, the group was able to grab the 12 items listed below:
1. Ball of steel wool.
2. Newspapers.
3. Compass.
4. Hand axe or Pilots Survival Knife.
5. Flint and Steel bar.
6. Single shot .22 cal rifle and 10 bullets.
7. Waterproof section aerial map.
8. One 20-by-20-foot piece of heavy-duty canvas with a 20 foot piece of rope.
9. Extra shirt and pants for each member.
10. One pound can of shortening.
11. A bottle of rubbing alcohol.
12. One Jumbo Chocolate Bar (24pcs).
Rate the following items from 1 being the most important to 12 being the least important.
Good luck in surviving. Parker B. Pepper, Survival and Aviation Crash Instructor.
Please see “Support Committee Message” on page 5
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Messages of Success and Best Wishes…

After exercising 4 years of patience negotiating the Canadian
Forces recruiting system, we are very excited to welcome
LIEUTENANT Harley as 2250 Muskoka Pioneers newest staff member.
LIEUTENANT Harley brings a wealth of experience to the unit and
will now play a more active role in all of our events.

It is with profound regret that we advise that effective March 1,
2011, 2nd LIEUTENANT Jennifer Bouskill has transferred from 2250
Muskoka Pioneers to the Cadet Instructor Supplementary Staff slate.
As many of you know, Jennifer served with the unit for many years
as a Cadet and then continued on as a staff member. Jennifer’s
experience and knowledge will be greatly missed. We wish her all
the best in her future endeavours.

You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is when you give of yourself that you truly give. ~Kahlil Gibran
Please see “Aviation Survival Quiz” on page 6
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WHAT IS IT?
From the desk of: Cool Breeze

An extremely useful piece of equipment to have
Some hints that may or may not help you along the way:
• Developed in the country best known for chocolate and a pocket knife.
• Often used by an 8th Division High Mountain _ _ _ _ _ _.
• Hawaii has several of these on the islands that may erupt at any time.
• Not a “Kelly Kettle”.
• Definitely not Australian.
• An item common in every household that has an oven and four burners.
Please complete your guess below and submit to Mrs. Pepper.

Cadet name: _______________________________________________

What is it?: ________________________________________________

